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Tykeson Hall is the new 64,000 square-
foot home for the College of Arts and 
Sciences, Office for Equity and Inclusion, 
University Career Center, and Academic 
and Career Advising on the University of 
Oregon campus.  It is a first-of-its-kind 
building envisioned to provide equitable 
support for student success. The design 
weaves art, science and technology for 
a facade composition reflective of CAS’s 
interdisciplinary philosophy while evoking 
beautiful aspects of the region with an 
environmentally conscious mission. The 
campus features an unique environment 
of clay-based materials, namely brick 
and decorative terra cotta, dating to the 
early 20th century.  Tykeson Hall is the 
first building to employ terra cotta in 80 
years, with customized high-performance 
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prefabrication technology.  The skin was 
inspired by the diverse array of light 
and color in ethereal Pacific Northwest 
landscapes, which led to our creation 
of an abstract color field of five regional 
tones for the 6-inch wide, vertically-
oriented clay-panel geometry, working 
with Golden Section building proportions. 
A matte glaze finish captures seasonal 
light variations with transformative 
effect.  The custom brick pattern features 
locally sourced clay, and the fenestration 
design ties the two systems together 
for a harmonious composition with an 
equity of daylight and views inside. The 
least amount of energy and the least 
CO2 generated in production compared 
to most building materials is what 
distinguishes clay-based materials today.
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