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Portland, Oregon - April 28, 2021 - The Willie and Don Tykeson Hall has won the 2021 Green Good Design Award 
in the category “Green Architecture,” as awarded by The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture and 
Design and The European Centre for Architecture Art Design and Urban Studies.  This award bestows international 
recognition to outstanding projects and showcases the world’s most contemporary examples of sustainable design 
with exceptional thinking and artistic creativity for interesting solutions and a more sustainable future.

On May 14, 2021, the European Centre and The Chicago Athenaeum will host a special exhibition at The European 
Centre’s Museum (Contemporary Space Athens, 74 Mitropoleos Street, Athens, Greece) with the 2021 Green Good 
Design Award winners and continuing through June 15.  The Green GOOD DESIGN winners will also be featured in 
an upcoming book entitled Green GOOD DESIGN 2021, which is published by Metropolitan Arts Press Ltd.  

“For those of us who get to experience Tykeson Hall as our work environment, I continue to feel privileged to work 
in such a beautiful building.  I am awed at how a very forward-looking building design feels so connected to the 
place and who we are.”  -Dr. Bruce Blonigen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, The University of Oregon.

OFFICE 52 Architecture and our project team combined innovation and common sense for a high-performance, 
sustainable design for Tykeson Hall, new home and academic center for the College of Arts and Sciences, Office 
for Equity and Inclusion, University Career Center, and Academic and Career Advising at the University of Oregon.  

Sustainability is integral to Tykeson Hall’s design with both high- and low-tech solutions. Built upon a former surface 
parking lot, the building achieved LEED Gold certification and met the Architecture 2030 Challenge energy goals 
with a total energy reduction of 77% and estimated use of 34% less energy than if built to the standard Oregon 
Energy Code.  The building elevates the user experience with a warm and welcoming environment that includes 
reclaimed wood and beautifully apportioned spaces.  A sense of transparency prevails, featuring views and natural 
light with visual site lines amplifying the architecture, with an innovative program and unique spatial arrangements.

Accentuating the interior of each of the five floors is a geographic color palette OFFICE 52 designed to evoke an 
Oregon region: Coast (garden level), Oak prairie of the Willamette Valley (first floor), Douglas-fir forest (second 
floor), High desert (third floor), and Mountain alpine peak (fourth floor).  The building’s facade displays a varying 
play of light and color that occurs throughout the day due to the changing character of the sky and interaction 
with custom architectural terra cotta.  For information about the Tykeson Hall project, please visit here.  
The Tykeson Hall design focuses on equitable access and pedestrian connectivity and includes the Ellipse, an 
outdoor classroom and community gathering space complete in 2021.  For more about the Ellipse, visit here.

OFFICE 52 Architecture is committed to sustainability in their practice, which aligns with the University of Oregon’s 
ongoing focus on environmental stewardship and the goals of the Paris Agreement international treaty on 
climate change to limit global warming and achieve a climate neutral world.  How we create and use our built 
environment reflects an inherent value system for a better world.
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https://www.office-52.com/image/2020-Fast-Company-Innovation-by-Design-Award_OFFICe-52-architecture_Aesthetic-Nuance_Tykeson-Hall-1.pdf
https://www.office-52.com/image/Tykeson-Hall-Materiality-and-Reclaimed-Wood.pdf
https://www.office-52.com/work/tykeson-hall-university-of-oregon/
https://www.office-52.com/work/the-ellipse/
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ABOUT OFFICE 52 ARCHITECTURE
OFFICE 52 Architecture is a Portland-based design studio and architecture firm formed by Michelle LaFoe and 
Isaac Campbell, who guide the conceptual evolution of the work with a commitment to projects of all scales.  The 
firm is noted for the strength of their ideas and ecologically intelligent applications.  Believing architecture, art and 
technology are interrelated, they bring creative energy and interdisciplinary collaboration to each project with 
transformational effect.  The result combines high- and low-tech solutions with the richness of craft and practical 
yet poetic material applications.  Major projects include the competition-winning design for Sherman and Joyce 
Bowie Scott Hall, the new Nano-Bio-Energy Technologies Building for the College of Engineering at Carnegie Mellon 
University, featured in a new publication, Form and Dichroic Light.  OFFICE 52 Architecture has received national 
and international recognition, including an award triptych for Scott Hall from the Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of 
Architecture and Design and The European Centre for Architecture Art Design and Urban Studies:  the 
2019 International Architecture Award, 2019 American Architecture Award, and 2020 Green Good Design Award.  
Tykeson Hall was recently featured in Global Design News.  For more information, please visit here.

ABOUT THE 2021 GREEN GOOD DESIGN AWARD
Founded in Chicago in 1950 by Eero Saarinen and Charles and Ray Eames, GOOD DESIGN is the most established 
worldwide awards program recognizing global design excellence and innovative, visionary projects and products.  
The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture and Design and The European Centre for Architecture Art 
Design and Urban Studies continues GREEN GOOD DESIGN to focus on important new international products, 
buildings, and planning projects that are leading the global way to designs compatible with the highest standards 
of a sustainable environment.  For 2021 a jury selected designs from 28 nations including Austria, Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, China, Costa Rica, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Italy, México, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, The Netherlands, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom, and the United States.  For more information, please visit here.
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https://www.office-52.com/image/Form-and-Dichroic-Light-Book-1.pdf
https://globaldesignnews.com/office-52-architecture-designs-willie-and-donald-tykeson-hall-at-the-university-of-oregon/
https://www.office-52.com/
https://www.good-designawards.com/green-good-design-award-details-page.html?award=38776
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